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Meeting Of The Association 
For The Preservation And 
Continuation Of The Southern 


Presbyterian Church 
Weaverville, N. C. 
August 18, 1954. 


For many years supporters of The Journal have 
met annually in Weaverville in August. This year 
over 600 people came from 18 states for a meeting 
which was of great significance as well as im- 
portance. 


There were a number of features which were cal- 
culated to make those taking part feel that they 
were participating in an event of the greatest mo- 
ment in the life of the church. 


First of all, it was a meeting undergirded with 
prayer. For the first half-hour the entire group en- 
gaged in prayer, led by many individuals. When the 
main session began almost one hundred withdrew 
from the sanctuary and went to the educational 
building where a prayer-meeting was held during 
the entire course of the morning session. One minis- 
ter who participated in this prayer-meeting said it 
was one of the richest experiences of his entire life. 
Despite the large number in this prayer-meeting the 
main auditorium of the church still proved unable 
to accommodate the crowds and amplifiers were set 
up in the church yard to enable those outside to hear. 


In the second place the meeting was attended by a 
group of men and women of which any church 
could well be proud. Here were ministers, elders, 
deacons; men and women who are devoted to the 
church and who have given and are now giving 
efficient and loyal support to the work of the 
church, It was estimated that one thousand years 
of missionary service was represented by the mis- 
sionaries present, 


PAGE 2 


In the third place the meeting was characterized 
by the finest Christian spirit. Beginning with the 
key-note address by Dr. Bell, the spirit was one of 
optimistic determination tempered by Christian love. 
Dr. Bell stressed that our organization is one with 
a positive program and a positive message. We are 
against union, not for a negative reason but be- 
cause we believe so strongly in the eternal verities 
of the Christian faith and feel there is involved in 
the proposed union something of the intellectual 
compromise which is so characteristic of some of 
the thinking in Protestantism today. 


At the same time, the note was sounded again and 
again that those who differ with us are Christian 
brethren and should be so regarded in all of the 
unfortunate controversy in which we now find our- 
selves. 


It was also worthy of note that reference was 
made to the hope and possibility of drawing to- 
gether all the evangelical forces in the three great 
Presbyterian churches for some form of united 
fellowship and witness. 


Dr. Bell pointed out that while the immediate 
objective is the defeat of the proposed plan of union 
in the Presbyteries, the ultimate objective is a 
Spirit-sent revival which will return our faith to a 
fully inspired and authoritative Bible; a renewed 
emphasis on holy living on the part of those who 
name the name of Christ; a change in emphasis in 
teaching and preaching with a reappraisal of the 
teaching in our institutions, in the light of this 
emphasis; and, a complete study of the programs 
and literature of the church, eliminating those ele- 
ments which are based primarily on human philos- 
ophy and making all completely Christ-centered 
and Bible-centered. 


In this connection he pointed out the absolute 
necessity of presenting to the world the Christ of 
the Bible. It is a sad fact that in the theological 
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world today there are those who speak, teach and 
preach a Christ from whom has been stripped many 
of the attributes given Him in God’s Word, there- 
by impairing both His Person and His work. At 
the same time, many of His loyal followers seem 
strangely insensitive to these attacks on our Lord, 
looking more for “peace” in the church than “pur- 
ity. 

With marked clarity he stated that our objection 
is not to the ecumenical movement, as such, but 
rather to the compromise of faith demanded by 
some leaders of this movement in order that the 
Church of Jesus Christ might present a “united 
front,” without at the same time having the basic 
spiritual unity by which alone a spiritual work can 
be done. 


“Ours is a task to restore rather than to tear 
down,” he said, and then made it clear that this 
restoration has to do with both the basis and the 
facts of the Christian faith. In other words a com- 
plete return to the supernatural concept, the very 
heart of the Christian faith, as over against the 
basing of faith on man-made philosophies and con- 
ceptions. 

Much of the meeting was taken up with questions 
and remarks from the floor, all present being given 
opportunity, as far as possible, to participate. This 
same procedure was followed, in the afternoon af- 
ter the plate luncheon served by the ladies of the 
Weaverville church, and the remarks of many at the 
close of the meeting would indicate that it was by 
far the best and most fruitful yet held. 


One impression which this editor received was of 
how wide-spread this movement now is. We re- 
ceived letters, phone calls and telegrams from many 
who could not come. Some sent checks in lieu of 
spending the money for travel. Many came by 
plane. Many reported the widest activity in their 
own sections and it was obvious that the more than 
600 who attended this meeting were a tiny part of 
a great host across our church who are now thor- 
oughly aroused and who are now determined that 
not only shall the identity of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church be maintained but who are pre- 
pared to make the influence of our church felt for 
the cause of evangelical Christianity in the South, 
across the nation, and around the world. 


The keynote of the meeting was—“Not by might, 


nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of— 


hosts,’ and if that faith, that reliance on God’s 
Holy Spirit and that determination to stand by and 
for His Word is continued, then there is every 


reason to believe that August 18th, 1954, may have 
witnessed a very important mile-stone in making 
our church the witness and the power for righteous- 
ness in God’s Kingdom which the world so desper- 
ately needs today. 


Finally, those present were urged to realize that 
the objectives could only be realized by PRAYER, 
LOVE, HUMILITY AND COURAGE. ‘There was no 
desire to rush ahead blindly. Nor was there a spirit 
of bitterness or of pride. To this reporter there 
seemed rather the determination to seek to know 
God’s will and then trust Him for a task which is 
very great but which can be accomplished by the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit alone, the 
task of uniting and reviving our church—and the 


world. —H.B.D. 


Resolutions Adopted 


The ultimate goal of this organization is not the 
defeat of the present plan of union between the 
three larger Presbyterian bodies in America. Out 
of this awakening there may well come a welding 
of the evangelical forces in all branches of American 
Presbyterianism that could be used of God in a 
testimony far more powerful than the weight of 
numbers, or that of a great organization. 


‘The immediate necessity for defeating the pres- 
ent plan stems from the fact that we believe there 
is to be found in all three churches a departure 
from the historic evangelical faith, with a shift in 
emphasis from the essential doctrines of Christian- 
ity to an emphasis on ecclesiastical organization. It 
is our conviction that the witness of the church is 
based on belief and activated by lives which have 
been thereby transformed. 


It should be clearly understood that, in the event 
of a vote in favor of union, that vote would be 
final; there could be no way to reconsider. There- 
fore, we ask earnest consideration of the following 
observations: 


It is evident for all to see that there is a dan- 
gerous shift in ecclesiastic policy, a shift away from 
the Scriptures as the basis of authority, and from 
the supreme Kingship of Christ, to an obedience to 
majorities and trust in the organizations and pro- 
nouncements of men. 


It is our conviction that the present movement 
for organic union is but a symptom of the deeper 
disease of compromise which taints the intellectual 
atmosphere today. This conviction is supported by 
the fact that despite the long negotiations on the 
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Plan of Union, the final result has been to weaken, 
rather than to strengthen many places where, in 
the past, clear statements of faith and practice ex- 
isted. Therefore, our opposition to the proposed 
Plan expresses a positive stand for the Reformed 
faith, which we believe to be in real danger. 


Let us suggest, in outline, some of the things 
for which we should pray and work: 


We must proceed in the spirit of humility in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit in answer to prayer, and 
in that strength of conviction which “holds fast 
the form of sound words,” always with love in our 
hearts for those with whom we differ and who in 
turn may both differ with us and also misunder- 
stand our motives. 


We believe that the basis of most difficulties 
within our Chureh, and within other churches in 
the Protestant world, is the attitude of individual 
leaders and groups toward the Word of God. This 
is reflected in the popular teaching that the Bible 
contains the Word of God, but is not in all respects, 
the Word of God. A new theology has been built 
on this false premise which detracts from both the 
Person and the Word of Jesus Christ, the eternal 
Son of God. 


Out of this philosophy has been developed a glori- 
fication of the wisdom of man and the deductions 
of the human intellect. Man’s choice and interpre- 
tation thus become final, rather than the clear state- 
ments of Scripture. 


Such a philosophy tends to shift the entire em- 
phasis of the Church from a spiritual mission to 
one centered upon material and social problems. We 
yield to none in our recognition of the social im- 
plications of the Gospel, but until the primary neces- 
sity of personal redemption is admitted, and met, 
the church fails in her unique massion to lost men. 


The injunction of the inspired Apostle applies 
at this point: 


“Beware lest any spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not af- 
ter Christ.’ —Colossians 2:8. 


Looking into the future we would be guided by 
how God has dealt with His people in the past. We 
need to humble ourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, to ask His forgiveness for our sins and trust 
to Him for enabling power to live for Him, so 
making Him known at home and abroad. 


We are mindful of the expanding industrial in- 
terests in the territory in which our Church serves. 
The growing towns and cities present a challenge 
to devoted and enthusiastic service which is without 
parallel. Such opportunities call for wise planning 
such is being furnished by the Board of Church 
Extension, empowered by clear-cut proclamation of 
the Gospel of Redemption. This changing scene re- 
quires alert attitudes and ready action by God’s 
people in connection with social conditions. 


The question of relations between the white and 
negro races has been thrust to the fore by a recent 
decision of the Supreme Court. The developments 
which logically follow are so far-reaching in their 
effects as to call for the highest degree of Christian 
statesmanship, kindness and patience, among all 
Christians of both races. We call upon men and 
women who occupy positions of influence to quietly 
lead the way in needed changes of attitudes on the 
part of members of both races, to the end that bet- 
ter understanding and greater sympathy may be a 
mutual result. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has, from its 
beginning, evidenced a deep and sincere concern for 
the spiritual welfare of Negroes. We are concerned 
now that the members of that race shall have a 
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espected and honored part in the life and work of 
he Presbyterian Church in The United States. 


However, we fear the outcome of agitation of 
‘his vexed question by professional leaders, and the 
ficial pronouncements of some major denomina- 
ions. Let eager enthusiasts be reminded that changes 
‘in the social pattern are of slow growth if they are 
to endure, and that happy and lasting benefits are 
not produced by either ecclesiastical resolution or 
civil edict. 


Resolution On New Orleans 
Men’s Convention 


Adopted By The Association For The 
Preservation And Continuation Of The 
Southern Presbyterian Church Meeting 
In Weaverville, N. C., Aug. 18, 1954. 


“Tt is the earnest conviction of this Association 
that the New Orleans Men’s Convention should 
not be used as a propaganda base for either side of 
the Church Union issue and that our Men’s Work 
Office be requested to so inform every speaker.” 


“Tt is our desire that a copy of this resolution be 
sent to each speaker on the Program.” 
Richardson Ayres, Chmn. 
Henry B. Dendy, Secty. 


EDITORIAL ; 


A Theological Question— 


Is Christian Truth 
Changing? 


As one reads something of extreme liberal the- 
ological thought today one is impressed with the 
fact that, to many, there is an instability in thinking 
and outlook, a lack of conviction, which comes from 
the feeling that Christian truth is progressive and 
that “‘modern scholarship” is making possible dis- 
coveries which relegate basic beliefs, founded on 
the Scriptures, into the same limbo to which scien- 
tific discoveries have put the “modern” discoveries 
and achievements of past generations. 


The writer makes no pretense of being, in even 
the remotest sense a philosopher, but he does know 
that if a false assumption, or an affirmation, is 
made it is possible to build a very defective, even 
false and dangerous conclusion on that false as- 
sumption. 


Either the basic Christian truths are eternally 
fixed, or they are not eternally fixed. If the former 
is true then we have revealed to us a divine, eternal 
and unchanging plan in which and through which 
God has made provision for the redemption of man- 
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kind. This includes God’s eternal counsels whereby 
He and His Son planned both the method and the 
time of this redemptive act. It includes man’s fall 
and sinfulness, his own inability to save himself and 
at the same time also his freedom to believe and to 
receive God’s gift. It also includes the acceptance 
of a divine revelation in the form of a Book, which 
gives us historically, factually and irrevocably just 
what it is that God has done for us and how He 
does it. 


On the other hand, if Christian truth is progres- 
sive, if revelation of truth continues to be made, if 
that which was valid in the first Christian century 
has now been superseded by something else, then 
just where are we? 


We have rightfully discounted the ‘‘revelations” 
received by Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy and a 
great host of men and women who have claimed to 
speak for God in new and different ways. But what 
about the scholars who today would establish Chris- 
tian faith on the shifting-sands of human under- 
standing or who magnify the interpretations of man 
over the clearly stated truths of divine revelation? 


We are not here discussing methods of proclaim- 
ing the Gospel to the world. With every generation 
have come new and often more effective methods of 
making Christ known. Within the space of a few 
short years new media of communication—radio, 
films, television, etc., etc.—have revolutionized the 
possibility of evangelism and Christian education 
for the world. 


Nor are we discussing the social problems which 
have to be faced by each succeeding generation, 
problems which seem more complex in our own time 
than probably ever before. 


But, we are here affirming that the basic need of 
mankind is identical in each. generation, and God’s 
remedy has always been the same — the atoning 
death of His Son on Calvary along with those 
truths having to do with His Person and His work 
which are so clearly stated in the Scriptures. 


In recent months the world has been startled, in- 
trigued, and (so far as Christians are concerned— 
thrilled), by what God did in London. Here. un- 
der conditions which, humanly speaking, were ad- 
verse and even chilling, God saw fit to honor His 
Word as it was simply and clearly preached, with- 
out apology and without question. Of course there 
are many contributing factors to what took place— 
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a disillusioned and fearful people, a mighty volume 
of prayer around the world, to mention but two— 
but, into this situation God sent a man with an un- 
impaired faith in a completely reliable and authori- 
tative Book, who used the Word of God exactly as 
it should be used—as the Sword of the Spirit. 


In that mighty thing which God did in London, 
Christian men everywhere should see both a lesson 
and a warning. The writer has seen statements 
made by responsible Christian leaders, rejoicing 
in what took place, “despite the theology of the 
preacher.” He has also heard much the same thing 
from men who frankly admit this to have been a 
work of God, and the preacher to be a man of God, 
“although I disagree with his theology.” 


When the medical world is confronted with a 
new—or an old remedy—which cures the patient 
it rejoices in the discovery and proceeds to make use 
of it. 


When the gospel of Jesus Christ, preached with 
all of the simplicity of the Scriptures and with an 
absolute belief in its truthfulness, authority and 
effectiveness, is demonstrated to be the very power 
of God unto salvation in 1954 that it was in the 
days following Pentecost, then it would seem that 
theologians might stop and re-evaluate their own 
theology and its results. 


Not for one minute would we imply that within 
a great mass-evangelistic meeting is to be found the 
total program of the church. It is, in fact, but one 
method of evangelism and its results are but the 
seed sowing and early harvest in the work of the 


Church. 


However, the Church can only be successfully 
built on and with men and women who have been 
born again and, whether in great throngs, in the 
quiet of a church, or by the witness of one Christian 
to an unsaved neighbor; it is this individual act of 
commitment, of personal faith in the living Christ, 
which determines whether one is a Christian or no. 


Therefore, the primary task of the Church is to 
discover and use that message which God honors, 
which the Holy Spirit empowers and which brings 
results. 


It would seem obvious to those who are deeply 
concerned about the Church and all of the spiritual 
implications of present-day theological thought, that 
we must go back to the fact that man’s need is the 
same today—that God’s plan of salvation is the 
same today—and that it is our business, the supreme 
business of the Church, to use the message and the 
methods which still work. 


In our desire for scholarship and _ theological 
sophistication it may be that we have forgotten 
Paul’s admonition: “Be careful that nobody spoils 
your faith, through intellectualism or high-sounding 
nonsense. Such stuff is at best founded on men’s 
ideas of the nature of the world and disregards 


Christ.” —L.N.B. 
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“The Radical Principles” 
Exalted In The Plan Of Union 


Majority Rule More Absolute In 
Plan Than Even In U.S.A. Church 


An examination of the Constitution of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, and of the Minutes of their 
General Assembly of 1953 shows that the Radical 
Principles are given a place in the Plan of Union 
above that which they now hold in the Church 
from which they are taken. These principles form 
the headstone of the corner in the polity presented 
in the Plan of Union, they stand at the beginning 
of the chapter on Church Government, page 22. 
On the other hand, they are not only not the first 
paragraph in such a chapter in the USA Constitu- 
tion, they do not occur in any paragraph in that 
document. Rather they are a footnote under the 
USA chapter on the General Assembly. As a foot- 
note they need not have received the votes of the 
USA presbyteries requisite to put them into a para- 
graph of the Constitution. Yet, it is reported that 
the Committee on Cooperation and Union included 
in the Plan only those things that were found in 
the constitution of one or another of the three unit- 
ing bodies. The statement that these principles were 
adopted “circa 1793,” suggests that there is no 
documentary evidence of its adoption. 


Further, the USA Assembly of 1953 has a long 
study on the question of majority rule and makes 
statements that curtail the drive of these Radical 
Principles. Even as the USA Assembly was qualify- 
ing majority rule so as not to mean whatever said 
majority may please (p. 117); so the US General 
Assembly of 1953 was asking the inclusion of the 
paragraphs from our Book on the Kingship of 
Christ which would have placed His Reign and 
His Word above the majority and made the sole 
King and Ruler of His Own Church the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Earlier editions of the Plan of Union 
had the Radical Principles in a footnote; but the 
1952 and 1953 editions exalted this paragraph to 
the fundamental place in the Plan and did so at 
the time when both US and USA Assemblies were 
asking for changes which would qualify or limit 
the rule of the majority set up by the RADICAL 
PRINCIPLES. —W.C.R. 


God Alone Giveth 
The Increase 


John Witherspoon was called from the leader- 
ship of the Evangelicals in the Church of Scotland 


to become President of Princeton College. In Scot- 


land he had struggled manfully for the dominance 
of Gospel preaching against the efforts of the Mod- 
erates to substitute for it culture and ethics. His 
coming to Princeton was like that of a king ascend- 
ing his throne. What would the great man from 
Scotland say to the little Church and the struggling 
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college in the backwoods of New Jersey’? Wither- 
-poon took as his text, ““Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water; but God giveth the increase.” The suc- 
sess of the Gospel is wholly of God. In times of 
party tension, said Witherspoon, men are prone to 
expect from leaders of their own party what can 
only come from God. And the reason for so little 
blessing is that men look to these ministers for 
what only God can give. 


Perhaps, there is a bit of help for us just now 


from this account of Dr. Witherspoon. In our evan-. 
gelistic plans it will do neither to assume that be- 


cause the minister under consideration votes the 
way we do on Church issues, therefore he will bring 
a blessing to our Church; nor that because he votes 
the other way, therefore God cannot bless his min- 
istry of the Word. Let us not turn these differences 
into magic and seek thereby to control God. God 
uses men as ministers of His Word out of grace - - 
whichever way they vote. And God can and does 
use men of both sides who faithfully preach His 
Word - - He graciously uses each of us only as He 
receives us and our imperfect work in Christ. 


—W.C.R. 


Festival Of Faith Presents 
The Mighty Acts Of God 


To a hundred thousand worshipping people of | 


God, the World Council presented the mighty acts 
of God in Scripture Reading, song, and pageant. 
As Secretary W. A. Visser t’ Hooft stated the mat- 
ter these acts are primarily 


I. Creation. 


II. Reconciliation by God in Christ—His death 
(Isaiah 53) and Resurrection. 

III. Consummation. Christ’s Coming in Glory 
and a new heaven and a new earth. 


The afternoon of the opening day was signalized 
by a sound statement of the Christian hope de- 
livered in German by Dr. Edmund Schlink, Rector 


of the University of Heidelberg. This address in’ 


large part, is reproduced elsewhere (pages 7-12). 
The emphasis of Schlink, of Visser t’Hooft, and 
of Newbigin give one hope that the Second Assem- 
bly will be led of God to declare itself clearly for 
the blessed hope of the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ ——Wm.C.R. 
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Editor's Note: Despite its length we feel that we 
should give to our readers the address of Dr. Ed- 
mund Schlink, Rector of Heidelberg University, 
delivered before the World Council of Churches on 
Sunday, August 15th. 


This Journal heartily distrusts much of the lead- 
ership in American Protestantism. The choice of 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam to deliver the opening 
address further confirmed our distrust of this leader- 
ship. 


On the other hand, most of Dr. Schlink’s address 
comes as a refreshing breeze because he calls Protes- 
tantism back to Christ, not as the hope of a social- 
ized state and of a man-made utopia, but as the 
hope of mankind now and for eternity. It is be- 
cause he faces the world issues in the light of the 
Scriptures and not in the light of our present-day 
philosophy of trusting man’s accomplishments, that 
we wish to share his address with our readers. It was 
sent to us in its entirety by the Journal’s representa- 
tive at Evanston, Dr. William Childs Robinson. 
Because of its length we have deleted one of the 
seven pages. 


Christ The Hope Of The World 
By Dr. Edmund Schlink 
Rector Heidelberg University 


Whenever we ask about the future of the world, 
we come immediately and unavoidably in the New 
Testament to the announcement of the end of the 
world: ‘“The fashion of this world passeth away.” 
(I Corinthians 7:31). “And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof.” (II John 1:17). The 
New Testament further announces that great tribu- 
lation shall befall the world before it finally does 
pass away: War and hunger, the disintegration of 
all community, mass destruction and natural disas- 
ters are to be expected. We are told to watch for 
such things to occur. Wherever, then, the coming 
of Christ is spoken of as the Hope of the world the 
end of the world is always spoken of, too. 


Against this proclamation of its end, the world 
defends itself by means of its own hopes. Even 
among Christians, many have grown deaf to the 
proclamation of the world’s end. They dismiss it as 
mere Judic-apocalyptic thinking. Yet, it is clear 
that today people are afraid that humanity is doom- 
ed. The world’s own hopes, therefore, have become 
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especially tenacious. Everywhere the thoughts and 
dreams of men are filled with the visions of the 
horror that may be waiting for us. Men fear that 
we shall see the return of the destruction of two 
world wars in even greater and more horrible forms. 
Men see before them the possibility of ruined sky- 
scrapers and annihilated cities. The further develop- 
ment of the atom bomb has opened before our eves 
in a very clear and concrete way prospects of the 
end of humanity and the breaking asunder uf the 
earth. It is just because it has made so much progress 
that mankind has reached the point beyond which 
it must not go. 

There is an essential difference, however, between 
the fears of modern men and the New Testament 
proclamation of the end of the world. Today we 
are afraid of men who may misuse the power en- 
trusted to them and unleash horrible destruction 
upon the world. We fear the atomistic powers of 
nature over which we may easily lose control. But 
in the New Testament the calamities of the last 
days are not merely human misdoings nor are they 
the consequence of human frailty. They are rather 
the activity of God Himself. In the New ‘Testa- 
ment it is God who will bring the end of the world. 
It is from God’s throne that the orders go out, that 
send the apocalyptic riders over the earth. (Rev. 
6:1, 3, 5, 7). They are the vials of the wrath of 
God which shall be poured out upon the earth. 
(Revelation 16:1ff). God has given mankind “over 
to a reprobate mind to do those things which are 
not convenient.” (Romans 1:28). The end of the 
world is the day of divine judgment. 

We are also told that God has given over to 
Jesus Christ this judgment over all human arro- 
yance and presumption. Christ will come as the 
judge of the world. He will break in like a thief 
in the night. (I Thessalonians 5:4). He will pounce 
upon the world like an eagle on a dead carcass. 
(Matthew 24:28). The appearance of Christ will 
mean the end of the world. Then “All kindreds of 
the earth shall wail.” (Revelation 1:7). How then 
dare we speak of “Christ the Hope of the World?”’ 

If in our thinking about this subject we place the 
emphasis on the preservation of this threatened 
world, then we shall miss the point of our Assembly 
theme completely. If we expect Christ to insure 
this world so that men may continue undisturbed 
their pursuit of liberty, may carry on their business, 
and seek an improvement of their standard of liv- 
ing, then Christ is not the hope of the world, but 
rather the end of all the world’s hopes, for Christ 
is the end of the world. The name of Christ is taken 
in vain if it is used as a slogan in this world’s strug- 
gle for its own preservation. 


The decisive question is not how can we manage 
to avoid wars and disasters, but rather how do we 
stand in God's eyes. Our real threat does not come 
from men, “powers” or the forces of nature, but 
from God whose judgment no man can escape. 
The hidden root of our fear is fear of God, God 
who will bring to nothing the pride of this world. 
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The important question is this: Is there any deliver- 
ance from God’s judgment ? 

We have no right to speak of Christ as the hope 
of the world unless we humble ourselves before 
God and recognize Him as the judge of the world. 
Surely, we have deserved God’s judgment. We have 
not given God the honor which is His due. We have 
thought only of ourselves when we should have 
served our fellowmen. We have too often remained 
silent when our voices should have been clearly 
heard. We have too often been afraid when we 
should have loved and judged when we should have 
forgiven. The unrighteousness, oppression and blood- 
shed which we have begotten defy description. The 
history of the Church itself is not just a hymn of 
praise to God, but is again and again a scandal. 
‘We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, we 
have done wickedly and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from Thy precepts and from Thy judg- 
ments.”’ (Daniel 9:5). “If ‘Thou Lord shouldest 
mark iniquities, Q Lord, who shall stand ?”’ (Psalm 
130:3). 

Only when we have repented and confessed that 
we have wasted our life in God’s sight shall we 
ever know Christ as the Hbpe of the World. 

Christ who is our hope is the Christ who was 
crucified. Look upon this man hanging on the Cross 
of Golgotha, crowned with thorns, despised, reject- 
ed. Look upon this man with the disfigured body 
and the bloody countenance. Here is the perfect 
picture of all human misery and shame. Hear from 
His lips the cry: “I thirst.” “My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me?” The good religious 
people have renounced Him. The government has 
condemned Him. All His friends have now for- 
saken Him. But the deepest depths of His misery is 
that He is forsaken by God, abandoned before the 
Judgment Seat of God. Yet this man Jesus Christ 
is not dying there for His own sin: “Surely He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” 
(Isaiah 53:4-A). “For He was wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our _ iniquities.”’ 
(5-A). God “Has made Him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin that we might be made the righteous- 


ness of God in Him.” (II Corinthians 5:21). 
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He who was judged for the world will appear 
as judge of the world. It is the same Christ who 
has borne the sins of the world who comes again 
into the world. He who died for the world inter- 
cedes at the throne of God for those who cry unto 
Him. It is to the crucified Lord we must cling and 
in the crucified Lord that we must hope. Only 
through faith in Him will we find salvation at the 
Day of Judgment and we will in spite of our sins, 
be judged “not guilty.”’ For God has made Him 
who was crucified our righteousness. 


Christ is our hope as the Risen Lord. God has 
raised from the dead Him who was crucified. In 
this act, God declared Himself for Jesus Christ; 
‘This man alone died without sin. This is my Son.” 
God delivered Him from the bonds of death and set 
Him down in that life which is not bound by the 
limitations of the world. He is the new man. God 
has made Jesus Christ the victor over all His ene- 
mies, has lifted Him up and has “given unto Him 
all power in heaven and earth.” (Matthew 26:18). 
Christ is the Lord of the world, but Christ has not 
kept the victory for Himself. As He died for the 
world, so He rose again for the world. He con- 
quered the powers of sin and death that those who 
believe in Him might become victors too. He was 
the first who opened the way of life that many 
might share with Him in this life. The Risen Lord 
had just escaped from the bonds of death when He 
returned to His own, to those who had forsaken 
and even betrayed Him, and appeared to them, and 
greeted them with “Peace be with you.” 


Let us then place our hope in one who was cruci- 
fied—in one who rose again. He is our victorious 
brother who will come again to judge the world. 
The conqueror of all suffering and sorrow will 
come. He will come to raise His own from the dead 
as He Himself was raised ,to make His own vic- 
tors as He himself is victor. He will gather together 
a new humanity whose Head He is and then will 
appear the new creation. 


Jesus Christ then is the hope of the world not 
because He guarantees the preservation of this 
world, but because He liberates us from all the 
binding ties of this world. Christ is the hope of the 
world because He calls men out of the world. 


He is the first-born of the new creation, who 


_will bring this world to an end. He gathers to- 


gether from every corner of the earth His people 
whose members are strangers in this world and 
whose citizenship is in heaven. Christ is the hope 
of the world only in so far as the world no longer 
remains the world, but is transformed through re- 
pentance and faith. Christ is the end of the world 
with its joy and its sorrow and for just that reason 
He is the world’s hope. For as the world passes 
away, He will bring to birth a new creation. 


Christ then comes again into the world as its 
redeemer and as its judge. We cannot rightly hope 
for Him as Saviour unless we also look to Him as 
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judge. At the same time, we cannot rightly fear 
Him as judge unless we also expect Him as Saviour. 
When He comes, He will accept some and reject 
others. He will raise up some to life and some to 
death. To some He will say, “Come ye blessed of 
my Father,’ and to others “Depart from me, ye 
cursed.” (Matthew 25:34 and 41). He will smash 
the rule of the mighty, the rich and the self-con- 
tented and all their unrighteousness. He will destroy 
the comfort of the satisfied, the happy, and those 
who are at home in this world. But the poor in 
spirit, they that mourn, they who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, the peacemakers, and _ those 
who watch longingly for the day of His coming— 
all these He will save. (Matthew 5:3 following 
and Matthew 25:1 following). 


This future separation is already happening now. 
By the preaching of the Cross, God is already put- 
ting to shame the wisdom, virtue, and power of 
this world, and saving the foolish, the unworthy, 
and the helpless: ‘“‘And these things of the world, 
and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to naught things 
that are.” (I Corinthians 1:28). | 


Even now, the coming Redemption is taking place 
through the Gospel. Even now, the faithful are in 
this world being acquitted before the future judg- 
ment. Through baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the 
believer participates even now in the power of the 
coming Resurrection. He who is born again to a 
living hope through the Holy Spirit, is even here 
and now a new creature. So through the Gospel 
here in this world Christ is gathering His people 
to live together with Him in the new life. In the 
church, the coming new creation is already a pres- 
ent reality, “If therefore any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature. Old things are passed away. Behold, 
all things are become new.” (Corinthians 5:17). 


For this reason, the days in which we live are the 
last days. In His resurrection, Christ has broken 
through the limitations of this world and has been 
raised to become Lord over the world. All men and 
all powers are subject to Christ whether they know 
it or not and whether they recognize Him or revolt 
against Him. 


When He returns, He will make His victory ap- 
parent to every eye and bring to an end all the 
revolt of this world. 


This world’s time then is tightly hemmed in by 
the victory of Christ. It is quite impossible to break 
out of this encirclement. Into this hopeless situation 
comes the call of the Gospel through which the 
world is bid to recognize its Lord. These are the 
last days: ““Today if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not your hearts.’”’ (Hebrews 3:7). 


That these are, in fact, the last days seem to be 
disproved by the fact that nearly 2,000 years have 
passed since the coming of Jesus Christ. Many peo- 
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especially tenacious. Everywhere the thoughts and 
dreams of men are filled with the visions of the 
horror that may be waiting for us. Men fear that 
we shall see the return of the destruction of two 
world wars in even greater and more horrible forms. 
Men see before them the possibility of ruined sky- 
scrapers and annihilated cities. The further develop- 
ment of the atom bomb has opened before our cves 
in a very clear and concrete way prospects of the 
end of humanity and the breaking asunder uf the 
earth. It is just because it has made so much progress 
that mankind has reached the point beyond which 
it must not go. 


There is an essential difference, however, between 
the fears of modern men and the New ‘Testament 
proclamation of the end of the world. Today we 
are afraid of men who may misuse the power en- 
trusted to them and unleash horrible destruction 
upon the world. We fear the atomistic powers of 
nature over which we may easily lose control. But 
in the New Testament the calamities of the last 
days are not merely human misdoings nor are they 
the consequence of human frailty. They are rather 
the activity of God Himself. In the New ‘Testa- 
ment it is God who will bring the end of the world. 
It is from God’s throne that the orders go out, that 
send the apocalyptic riders over the earth. (Rev. 
6:1, 3, 5, 7). They are the vials of the wrath of 
God which shall be poured out upon the earth. 
(Revelation 16:1ff). God has given mankind “over 
to a reprobate mind to do those things which are 
not convenient.” (Romans 1:28). The end of the 
world is the day of divine judgment. 

We are also told that God has given over to 
Jesus Christ this judgment over all human arro- 
gance and presumption. Christ will come as the 
judge of the world. He will break in like a thief 
in the night. (1 Thessalonians 5:4). He will pounce 
upon the world like an eagle on a dead carcass. 
(Matthew 24:28). The appearance of Christ will 
mean the end of the world. Then “All kindreds of 
the earth shall wail.”’ (Revelation 1:7). How then 
dare we speak of “Christ the Hope of the World?”’ 

If in our thinking about this subject we place the 
emphasis on the preservation of this threatened 
world, then we shall miss the point of our Assembly 
theme completely. If we expect Christ to insure 
this world so that men may continue undisturbed 
their pursuit of liberty, may carry on their business, 
and seek an improvement of their standard of liv- 
ing, then Christ is not the hope of the world, but 
rather the end of all the world’s hopes, for Christ 
is the end of the world. The name of Christ is taken 
in vain if it is used as a slogan in this world’s strug- 
gle for its own preservation. 


The decisive question is not how can we manage 
to avoid wars and disasters, but rather how do we 
stand in God's eyes. Our real threat does not come 
from men, “powers” or the forces of nature, but 
from God whose judgment no man can escape. 
The hidden root of our fear is fear of God, God 
who will bring to nothing the pride of this world. 
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The important question is this: Is there any deliver- 
ance from God’s judgment? 


We have no right to speak of Christ as the hope. 


of the world unless we humble ourselves before 
God and recognize Him as the judge of the world. 
Surely, we have deserved God’s judgment. We have 
not given God the honor which is His due. We have 
thought only of ourselves when we should have 
served our fellowmen. We have too often remained 
silent when our voices should have been clearly 
heard. We have too often been afraid when we 
should have loved and judged when we should have 
forgiven. The unrighteousness, oppression and blood- 
shed which we have begotten defy description. The 
history of the Church itself is not just a hymn of 
praise to God, but is again and again a scandal. 
“We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, we 
have done wickedly and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from Thy precepts and from Thy judg- 
ments.” (Daniel 9:5). “If Thou Lord shouldest 
mark iniquities, Q Lord, who shall stand ?”’ (Psalm 
13033). 

Only when we have repented and confessed that 
we have wasted our life in God’s sight shall we 
ever know Christ as the Hope of the World. 

Christ who is our hope is the Christ who was 
crucified, Look upon this man hanging on the Cross 
of Golgotha, crowned with thorns, despised, reject- 
ed. Look upon this man with the disfigured body 
and the bloody countenance. Here is the perfect 
picture of all human misery and shame. Hear from 
His lips the cry: “I thirst.”” “My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me?” The good religious 
people have renounced Him. The government has 
condemned Him. All His friends have now for- 
saken Him. But the deepest depths of His misery is 
that He is forsaken by God, abandoned before the 
Judgment Seat of God. Yet this man Jesus Christ 
is not dying there for His own sin: “Surely He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.”’ 
(Isaiah 53:4-A). “For He was wounded for our 
transgressions and bruised for our _ iniquities.” 
(5-A). God “‘Has made Him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin that we might be made the righteous- 


ness of God in Him.” (II Corinthians 5:21). 
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He who was judged for the world will appear 
as judge of the world. It is the same Christ who 
has borne the sins of the world who comes again 
into the world. He who died for the world inter- 
cedes at the throne of God for those who cry unto 
Him. It is to the crucified Lord we must cling and 
in the crucified Lord that we must hope. Only 
through faith in Him will we find salvation at the 
Day of Judgment and we will in spite of our sins, 
be judged “not guilty.”’ For God has made Him 
who was crucified our righteousness. 


Christ is our hope as the Risen Lord. God has 
raised from the dead Him who was crucified. In 
this act, God declared Himself for Jesus Christ; 
‘This man alone died without sin. This is my Son.” 
God delivered Him from the bonds of death and set 
Him down in that life which is not bound by the 
limitations of the world. He is the new man. God 
has made Jesus Christ the victor over all His ene- 
mies, has lifted Him up and has “given unto Him 
all power in heaven and earth.” (Matthew 26:18). 
Christ is the Lord of the world, but Christ has not 
kept the victory for Himself. As He died for the 
world, so He rose again for the world. He con- 
quered the powers of sin and death that those who 
believe in Him might become victors too. He was 
the first who opened the way of life that many 
might share with Him in this life. The Risen Lord 
had just escaped from the bonds of death when He 
returned to His own, to those who had forsaken 
and even betrayed Him, and appeared to them, and 
greeted them with ‘Peace be with you.” 


Let us then place our hope in one who was cruci- 
fied—in one who rose again. He is our victorious 
brother who will come again to judge the world. 
The conqueror of all suffering and sorrow will 
come. He will come to raise His own from the dead 
as He Himself was raised ,to make His own vic- 
tors as He himself is victor. He will gather together 
a new humanity whose Head He is and then will 
appear the new creation. 


Jesus Christ then is the hope of the world not 
because He guarantees the preservation of this 
world, but because He liberates us from all the 
binding ties of this world. Christ is the hope of the 
world because He calls men out of the world. 


He is the first-born of the new creation, who 
will bring this world to an end. He gathers to- 
gether from every corner of the earth His people 
whose members are strangers in this world and 
whose citizenship is in heaven. Christ is the hope 
of the world only in so far as the world no longer 
remains the world, but is transformed through re- 
pentance and faith. Christ is the end of the world 
with its joy and its sorrow and for just that reason 
He is the world’s hope. For as the world passes 
away, He will bring to birth a new creation. 


Christ then comes again into the world as its 
redeemer and as its judge. We cannot rightly hope 
for Him as Saviour unless we also look to Him as 
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judge. At the same time, we cannot rightly fear 
Him as judge unless we also expect Him as Saviour. 
When He comes, He will accept some and reject 
others. He will raise up some to life and some to 
death. To some He will say, “Come ye blessed of 
my Father,” and to others “Depart from me, ye 
cursed.”” (Matthew 25:34 and 41). He will smash 
the rule of the mighty, the rich and the self-con- 
tented and all their unrighteousness. He will destroy 
the comfort of the satisfied, the happy, and those 
who are at home in this world. But the poor in 
spirit, they that mourn, they who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, the peacemakers, and _ those 
who watch longingly for the day of His coming— 
all these He will save. (Matthew 5:3 following 
and Matthew 25:1 following). 


This future separation is already happening now. 
By the preaching of the Cross, God is already put- 
ting to shame the wisdom, virtue, and power of 
this world, and saving the foolish, the unworthy, 
and the helpless: ‘““And these things of the world, 
and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to naught things 
that are.”’ (I Corinthians 1:28). 


Even now, the coming Redemption is taking place 
through the Gospel. Even now, the faithful are in 
this world being acquitted before the future judg- 
ment. Through baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the 
believer participates even now in the power of the 
coming Resurrection. He who is born again to a 
living hope through the Holy Spirit, is even here 
and now a new creature. So through the Gospel 
here in this world Christ is gathering His people 
to live together with Him in the new life. In the 
church, the coming new creation is already a pres- 
ent reality, “If therefore any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature. Old things are passed away. Behold, 
all things are become new.” (Corinthians 5:17). 


* 


For this reason, the days in which we live are the 
last days. In His resurrection, Christ has broken 
through the limitations of this world and has been 
raised to become Lord over the world. All men and 
all powers are subject to Christ whether they know 
it or not aaiohechial they recognize Him or revolt 
against Him. 


When He returns, He will make His victory ap- 
parent to every eye and bring to an end all the 
revolt of this world. 


This world’s time then is tightly hemmed in by 
the victory of Christ. It is quite impossible to break 
out of this encirclement. Into this hopeless situation 
comes the call of the Gospel through which the 
world is bid to recognize its Lord. These are the 
last days: ‘““Today if ye will hear His voice, harden 
not your hearts.” (Hebrews 3:7). 


That these are, in fact, the last days seem to be 
disproved by the fact that nearly 2,000 years have 
passed since the coming of Jesus Christ. Many peo- 


PAGE 9 


7 
4 
3 
a 
i 
| 
; 


ple no longer believe in the promise of His future 
coming. But the length of time is no refutation of 
His promise. It is not a sign of God’s weakness as 
if he could not if he wished bring to fulfillment 
what he has promised through Jesus and the apos- 
tles. Rather, this time in which we live is the time 
of God’s patience. God wills that many shall be 
saved. This time in which we live is the time of the 
church, of the growing body of Christ. But when 
the body of Christ shall have grown to full stature, 
when the number of the elect shall have been com- 
pleted, then shall the world pass away and then 
shall the new creation appear as from a hiding 
place. 


What does hoping in Christ mean? Hoping 
means not sleeping, but watching with the utmost 
alertness. Hoping means not just dreaming, but 
watching with utter soberness. Being sober does not 
mean using the cold calculation of this world, but 
rather waiting for Jesus Christ. Hoping means not 
growing weary, but carrying on our work with the 
most intense expectancy. From the time of the apos- 
tles until our own day, it has not been paralysis, 
but action that has characterized the life of those 
in whom Christ dwells. For we know not the hour 
of His coming. 


What then are the actions born of Hope? 


The first act of hope is the preaching of the Gos- 
pel to the whole world. The World Council was 
right to choose Evangelism for the theme of the As- 
sembly’s Second Section. Because God redeems 
through the Gospel alone, those who hope are bound 
of this world, so He sends us back into the world 
by the command of the Redeemer to preach that 
Gospel. As He has freed us from the binding ties 
to call others likewise to freedom. 


This commandment binds everyone who hopes in 
Christ. No one can keep the hope silently for him- 
self without losing it. 


This commandment makes us debtors to all men, 
for God wills that no one shall perish. 


This command means denying the so easily as- 
sumed advantages of our own nationality and cul- 
tural traditions. Even more, as so often has been 
the case in the history of missions in the past, we 
must become Jews to the Jews, Gentiles to the 
Gentiles, and weak to the weak in order to win 
them over. Only by emptying ourselves can we 
become servants of Christ. (See I Corinthians 9:19 
following. ) 


The command of God the Redeemer requires of 
us the greatest speed. We do not know how much 
time we have left. 


It is further more of the utmost importance that 
we should preach the Gospel in truth and purity. 
Those responsible for the preparation of the second 
section here at Evanston have been mostly concern- 
ed with the methods of evangelism. But the whole 
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Assembly must concern itself with the content of 
evangelism. At stake here is the message of God’s 
judgment of the world and of salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone. The spreading of this 
message seems difficult indeed, for the world does 
not want to hear about its own end; for it the 
preaching of the Cross is indeed foolishness. And 
yet at the same time, the preaching of the Gospel 
is infinitely easy and full of unspeakable joy, for it 
is not our task to bring the world to Christ’s feet. 
God long ago has put the world under Him. We 
only have to tell the world who its Lord already is. 
It is not up to us to save men. Christ wants only 
to use our witness that He may speak through it 
and do His saving deeds Himself. We cannot en- 
gender faith. Only the Spirit of God can do that. 


The second action born of hope is accepting re- 
sponsibility for the just ordering of society. It was 
right therefore that this theme was made the basis 
for discussions in sections I] to VI of the Assembly. 


Those who wait for the coming of Christ know 
how patient and long-suffering God is. They know 
how He sustains the world in spite of its own ar- 
rogance and in spite of the fact that it stands already 
under judgment. He causes the sun to shine on the 
just and on the unjust. He keeps alive both be- 
lievers and non-believers. He sustains not only 
Christians, but also pagans and anti-Christians. To 
all of these, God the preserver gives time to decide 
for Jesus Christ. 


For this reason, those who hope are also under 
the orders of God the Sustainer. God demands that 
we take responsibility for the preservation of all 
human life regardless of whether that life be Chris- 
tian or not, that we take responsibility for all men, 
regardless of their nationality, race, or social status, 
and He also demands that we accept responsibility 
for their freedom. For God sustains men in order 
that they make a responsible decision for Him. Ac- 
cepting the obligation for the maintenance of life 
and freedom means taking responsibility for justice 
and peace on earth — peace among men, classes, 
races, peoples and nations. And it means having an 
active concern, in the fullest sense of that word, in 
the right ordering of society—not only in individual 
well-doing, but also for law-making, etc. 


The orders of God the Preserver bind every man 
who hopes in Christ. He is never justified in abdi- 
cating this responsibility to statesmen. 


These orders also make us debtors to all men. 
He who hopes in Christ has no right to limit his 
well-doing only to the circle of the like-minded. 


Furthermore, this commandment requires that we 
renounce the privileges we so easily take for granted 
and it forces upon us the need for acting quickly. 
Now for the first time in their history, the nations 
whose order appears so inadequate and is breaking 
down have the task of creating a new world order 
for mankind and for this the old order appears 
quite inadequate and is breaking down. 
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The Christian has no right to remain aloof from 
the struggle between political programs and secular 
hopes. The world wants immortality for itself and 
looks to its own programs for salvation. Because 
the Christian is freed from Utopianism by his ex- 
pectation of the Lord’s coming, he owes it to the 
world to bear the witness of sobriety, of cool-head- 
edness. His is the task of showing what mankind’s 
real situation is and of cutting through the pre- 
vailing fog of propaganda. Because the Christian 
is by faith set free from all legalism, he can never 
be satisfied with any kind of general scheme. He 
will have to speak up whenever political principles 
enslave men and wherever existing laws are used 
to justify or conceal unlawfulness. He will stand 
for such action as is required by the concrete his- 
torical situation. Because the Christian is saved by 


the sacrifices of Christ, he will in the struggle for 


a just order be selfless in defense of his own inter- 
ests, but demanding and adamant in his concern for 
the enslaved, the hungry, and the forgotten. Be- 
cause he has experienced the patience of God, he 
will oppose with all his strength the use of weapons 
for mass destruction and will seek peace and under- 
standing even when these seem utterly impossible of 
attainment. Because he hopes in Christ, he will be 
fearless in the face of all the threats of this world. 


Yet, in all this, we must never forget that peace 
on earth is not peace with God. Justice in this 
world is not in itself justice under God. Freedom 
on earth is not real freedom and life in this world 
is not eternal life. Our striving for a just order in 
society does not bring in Christ’s Kingdom on earth 
nor does it fashion the new creation. Christ’s King- 
dom enters only through the Gospel; the Commun- 
ion of Saints is the new creation. 


But God the Sustainer commands us to accept 
the responsibility for the preservation of this world 
until the day of judgment. In spite of its arrogance 
and self-righteousness, this world is nevertheless 
God’s creation. It is for this world that Christ died. 
And it is God’s will while He lets the world dis- 


integrate to bring His creation to its goal which is 


the new creation. 


These commands of God as Redeemer and God as 
Sustainer cannot be separated from one another. 
The preaching of the Gospel and the acceptance of 
our responsibility for the establishment of justice on 
earth are both actions born of hope and love, and, 
therefore, service under God. But these two activi- 
ties are related to each other in a particular way. 
One follows the other and we must not confuse 
them. We do not preach the Gospel in order that 
the world may be preserved. Rather we accept our 
responsibility for the preservation of the world in 
order that many may be saved through the Gospel. 
God preserves this world in order that through the 
Gospel salvation may be offered. He does not offer 
salvation in order that the world may be preserved. 
We do not preach the Gospel in order to bring 
about earthly justice. On the contrary, we try to 
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establish justice in order that we may preach the 
Gospel. It has always been the great temptation of 
the church for people to misunderstand this fact. 
It is also a temptation for the World Council of 
Churches. Let us never forget that the Lord has 
said: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
words shall not pass away.” (Matthew 24:35). 


Will our actions born of hope be successful? 


We today are fighting on a different battle front 
from that on which the apostles fought. The old 
paganism is passing away. We are faced with a new 
kind of post-Christian man. He has heard the Gos- 
pel. He has been set free from the binding ties of 
this world and from submission to gods and demons. 
He has heard the words: “All things are yours. The 
world, life, death, things present, and things to 
come.” (I Corinthians 3:21). But he has separated 
his new freedom from submission to Christ. He has 
usurped the control of nature. He has himself set 
about to establish the eternal Kingdom of Peace on 
earth. He no longer waits for Christ to come. This 
freedom which is derived from Christ, but which 
is cut off from Him, weighs heavily upon the peo- 
ples in our own time, destroys their own religion, 
and pushes the tension between east and west to 
the point of complete cleavage. Such freedom 
threatens life, for freedom when it is served from 
duty leads to the use of violence, and the struggle 
of such free men for the establishment of a world 
order leads only to horrible destruction. When they 
remember the effects of two world wars, when they 
look at the post-Christian and anti-Christian pow- 
ers about them, when they consider the possibilities 
of a third world war fought with atomic weapons, 
many people are filled with fear and inactivity be- 
cause for them all activity seems pointless. 


And yet we are told “when these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your head, 
for your redemption draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28). 
‘‘When ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
be ye not troubled for such things must needs be.” 
(Mark 13:7). For those who hope in Christ, how- 
ever, the tumult of this world is a sure sign of 
Christ’s coming. The world would not tremble if 
He were not the victor. The wintry gales that are 
now howling over the world are the signs of the 
coming springtime. The sicknesses of our times are 
the birth pangs of the new creation. 

So we ask again, will we be successful if we ac- 
cept our responsibility ? 

The Gospel is now being preached to all nations 
on earth. At the same time, the churches in our day 
are being so oppressed and persecuted that the per- 
secution of the early church seems almost trivial in 
comparison. For the Gospel’s sake, many have been 
deprived of their freedom, imprisoned and even put 
to death. Many in order to save their lives have 
denied the Gospel and have fallen away from the 
faith. Mission stations and whole churches have dis- 
appeared. Proud churches have been maimed and 
now live in modern catacombs. 
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Here also, it is true ‘“For such things must needs 
be.” (Mark 13:7, Revelation 1:1). There is no 
other way for the church but the way of Her Lord: 
“through suffering to glory.” Judgment must begin 
at the house of God. (I Peter 4:17). God winnows 
and sifts His church through persecution in order 
to test it, and to purify it: to separate the wheat 
from the chaff. But he who submits to the powerful 
hand of God and takes up his cross soon realizes 
that Christ has long since taken it up for him. 
Through their suffering, believers share, together 
with Christ, through their humiliation, their im- 
prisonment, and their death, the crucified Christ 
becomes visible in the world and demonstrates the 
power of His resurrection. ‘Those are God’s most 
beloved children to whom He grants to praise Him 
not only with the songs of their lips but also with 
the sacrifice of their lives and so to bear witness to 
Christ. Their defeat is in reality their victory. It is 
not the powerful privileged church which the world 
recognizes but the helpless, suffering church which 
reveals the glory of Christ. It is the church which 
dies with Christ that is the church triumphant. 


Dare we, then, ask whether we shall see the 
results of our actions? The question itself is born 
of hopelessness. 


We do not know what results our evangelism 
and our struggle for a just society will have in this 
world, but we know the most important thing we 
need to know that our work is not in vain in the 
Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58). Christian hope does 
not depend upon what our eyes see of the results, 
whether they be successful or unsuccessful. It is not 
by chance that we find in the New Testament that 
the words of hope are closely tied to words which 
describe the trial through which Christians must 
go. (Romans 5:3 fol., Romans 8:18 following, I 
Peter 1:3 following). Christian hope is based on 
Jesus Christ alone. Therefore, it can never be con- 
founded. For that reason, Christian hope always 
looks for the best from God and is tireless in its 
struggle against the powers of darkness: “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” “‘He that spared 
not His own Son—how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:31 ff.) 


This is not the hope of the world; it is the hope 
of the church. To this hope, the church must call 
the world. 


Is this truly the hope of all of us? Is our faith 
really “the victory that overcometh the world?”’ 


(I John 5:4). 


Ecumenical Seminars Stress 
Unification Of Church 


Under the aegis of the sundry theological institu- — 


tions of Chicago, the Ecumenical Institute had met 
the first two weeks in August. Several speakers have 
stressed the unification of the Church and some have 
net limited their calls to the Protestant bodies. In 
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presenting these calls for unification, however, it 
was maintained that the heritage of each Church 
should be conserved in the larger body. 


Bishop Leslie Newbigin of South India made a 
fervent appeal for the full New ‘Testament state- 
ment of the Second Coming of Christ as the heart 
of our hope. His Resurrection was D-Day and His 
Coming in Glory will be V-Day. 

* 


In the midst of uncertainty, the venerable Adolph 
Keller has called for the recognition of the spiritual 
community between the sundry ecumenical gather- 
ings, all of which he has attended. These include 
(1) the prayer for the Holy Spirit, the cry to the 
Lord for mercy; (2) the challenge of the risen, 
regnant Christ; and (3) the light that breaks forth 
ever anew from the Word of God. 


* 


Secretary J. W. C. Dougall of Scotland empha- 
sized THE PRIMACY OF EVANGELISM in the task of 
world missions. In the one hundred and fifty years 
of Scottish missionary work the government and the 
community have called on the Church to go down 
too many roads, some of them blind alleys. These 
have led away from our central purpose. The New 
Testament calls for Proclamation, Fellowship, and 
Service. Sometimes institutions have taken too large 
a part of mission money and personnel. Every mis- 
sion work should contribute to evangelism, and the 
failure of some to do so is leading to sundry resig- 
nations by men and women who find themselves 
diverted from the task for which they enlisted. 


Dr. D. T. Jenkins Deplores Religious Use of 


Icons of the ‘Liberal’ Jesus. 


In discussing the nature of the Church, Dr. 


Jenkins of London deplored the religious use of 
images or icons of “the liberal Jesus.’’ Liberalism 
presented a one-sided and incomplete picture of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that neglected the risen, reigning 
Christ. Fosdick and others sought to present Jesus 
of Nazareth in distinction from Christ, the Lord 
of the Church. But Mark as well as Paul and John 
present the Lordship of Christ. This “liberal Jesus”’ 
is now being perpetuated in many of our churches 
by the religious use of pictures of Jesus. These pic- 
tures either present the merely human Jesus of the 
liberal tradition — and of the imagination of the 
painter — or else they try to present the Divine 
Christ, and so, to make a representation of one Per- 
son of the Godhead — in violation of the Second 
Commandment. 


Testimony of Lay Christians. 


Drs. Jenkins and Dougal as well as Secretary 
Paul of the Church of South India stressed the 
need for lay members to live out their Christian 
testimony in their own professions. Jenkins asked 
for gatherings of men of the same business or pro- 
fession in a community to face together in the light 
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of the Word their problems and meet them in a 
oatient, persistent, and unostentatious way. As a 
(ongregationalist, Professor Jenkins called for the 
‘ull recognition of the priesthood of all believers and 
che full place given these non-professional ministers 
in charting the way and carrying out the testimony 


co Christ in daily life. —W.C.R. 


Responsible 
Society” At Evanston 


On August 14th members of the press were given 
a release from Dr. John E. Bennett of New York 
under this title. The release traced the term from 
the Amsterdam report which caused much discus- 
sion for its attack upon the ideologies of both Com- 
munism and laisez faire Captialism. ‘A responsible 
society is one where freedom is the freedom of men 
who acknowledge responsibility to justice and pub- 
lic order” ... “the citizen is responsible to the state 
and community, and all who exercise authority and 
power are responsible to God and the people.” In 
conversation with Dr. Bennett it was pointed out 
that responsibility to justice leads to impersonalism, 
and responsibility to the state might lead one to 
regard the state as absolute . . . that one is responsi- 
ble rather to God for acting justly and orderly and 
mercifully. 


* * * * * 


On Wednesday evening, August 18th, Dr. C. L. 
Patijn of the Netherlands spoke on THE RESPON- 
SIBLE SOCIETY to the World Council. This address 
was welcomed by the Chicago Daily Tribune of the 
19th with these headlines: CHURCH COUNCIL 
CHANGES VIEWS ON CAPITALISM. Since the meeting 
at Amsterdam a different trend has entered into 
the ecumenical thinking. It is less negative toward 
our technical society and the economic process than 
at former ecumenical conferences. There is more 
interest in the problem of production and efficiency 
than before. There is a better understanding of the 
significance of private initiative and the dangers of 
centralization and rigidity in the economic system. 
Patijn closed with this appeal: 


“It is for the Church to set men free from the 
despair which will sooner or later befall him 
as long as he believes himself able to shoulder 
the burden of this world. It is for the Church 
to give powers, motivation and courage for 
Christian action in society by proclaiming that 
God reigns and that we are called to partici- 
pate in his ministry of reconciliation.” 


Dr. Charles Malik, Lebanon Delegate to the 
United Nations, received the greatest ovation yet 
given a speaker at the World Council when he spoke 
on the theme: ASIA AND AFRICA ASK SEARCHING 
QUESTIONS. Malik began with a ringing declaration 
of his faith: 


“Tt seems it is not yet entirely forbidden, nor 
is it altogether indecent to view the world as 
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a Christian, namely, as standing under the sign 
of the Cross of Jesus Christ, even the only- 
begotten Son of God, Who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, Who was cruci- 
fied by us men under Pontius Pilate just out- 
side Jerusalem, Who certainly rose from the 
dead on the third day and ascended into heaven 
where He sits on the right hand of the Father, 

and most certainly shall come again in glory 
to judge the quick and the dead. 


“We are called upon in this Assembly to put 
aside all human cleverness and fear, in fact all 
natural and social distinctions, and, in the fel- 
lowship of the Spirit, to reaffirm, just like 
guileless children the wonderful Faith of our 


Asia and Africa demand the necessary freedom to 
develop social and political forms—institutions and 
values of their own. “This is certainly right, for 
“in my Father’s house are many mansions”’ says the 
Lord: 


‘This is the greatest fallacy of the present age, 
that the mind, the spirit, the soul of man, the funda- 
mental bent of his will, is derivative from, sub- 
ordinate to, a function of economic and social ex- 
istence. So long as man can say with Galileo, ‘and 
still it moves,’ so long as he of all creation can 
commit suicide—and anyone of us can do so—there 
is here provided an absolute refutation of the doc- 
trine that the intellectual and spiritual is wholly 
derivative from the economic and social. If in its 
theory of man Communism commits this radical 
fallacy (and yet even in this Communism is dialec- 
tically hypocritical because nobody seems to pay 
more attention to ideas and fundamental attitudes 
than Communism), then nothing is more ridicu- 
lous than the sight of those who say they wish to 
‘fight Communism’ and then turn around to con- 
centrate on the economic and social alone, for by 
this denying the original efficacy and independence 
of mind and soul they reveal that, so far as the 
theory of man is concerned, they are bottom Com- 
munistic themselves, and that without even the 
advantage of dialectical hypocrisy!” 


Men need something more humble, more pro- 
found, more positively’ outreaching, something 
touching the hearts of men, giving them fellow- 
ship and hope. ‘“This something is Christ, the Risen 
Lord.” . . . “And there should be faith in the suf- 
ficiency of the simple story of the Gospel, without 
the embellishments of dialectics and philosophy.” 


—Reported by W.C.R. 


Meanwhile Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati de- 
fended private planning for economic progress rath- 
er than central planning by government. Speaking 
to the accredited church visitors on ‘‘Christians in 
the struggle for a Responsible Society,”’ he described 
our American economic culture as the product of 
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Christian principles, flourishing only in Christian 
areas with some understanding of Christian moral- 
ity. “The system can only be maintained with a high 
sense of the moral responsibilities accompanying 
freedom.”’ 


In distinction from what seemed to be the im- 
plied commendation of socialism by the Amsterdam 
report, Secretary Visser t’ Hooft wrote in the his- 
tory of the ecumenical movement that it was not 
the business of the World Council to prescribe any 
economic system; but it was the business of the 
Church to condemn the sins of every system. 


—W.C.R. 


The Evanston Meeting 


Brief Notes From Our Representative 
Dr. W. C. Robinson 


Unity But Not At The 
Expense Of Truth 


In the discussions of Our Unity in Christ and 
Our Disunity as Churches much was said at the 
Second Assembly of the World Council on visible 
as well as on invisible unity. Yet there were careful 
reservations in many of these thoughtful messages 
that one sometimes misses in more superficial dis- 
cussions of ecumenicity. 


Speaking at the plenary session on August 16th 
Secretary W. A. Visser t’Hooft said, in part, “The 
World Council does not stand for a general rela- 
tivism, but for an honest and respectful confronta- 
tion with the ultimate issues of the faith and refuses 
therefore to promote the cause of unity at the ex- 
pense of the cause of truth.” 


Rev. V. E. Davadutt of the Baptist Church of 
India insisted that the objective ground of one’s 
being a Christian is God’s gracious act of redemp- 
tion in Christ. Church membership is based “on an 
historic and intractable fact—the life, the death, 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We are indeed 
one for we are all delivered and saved by one ob- 
jective fact. This is our objective unity.” But 
“Church Union does not aim at uniformity.” “What 
then does Church Union mean? It means the unity 
at least of two types, namely the unity of the min- 
istry and the unity of the sacraments.” In the exer- 
cise of his God-given vocation a minister shall have 
no limitations made by man-made divisions; and 
the members of the Body of Christ shall have the 
privilege of participation in the Sacred Feast when- 
ever and wherever it is duly set. Aside from these 
forms of unity the speaker declared himself indif- 
ferent as to what structure the unity should take, 
whether of federation or of organic or administra- 
_ tive structure. 


Professor Georges Florovsky, the ecumenical 


scholar of the Orthodox Church, showed that while 
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some divisions are caused by sin, others are ‘“‘a wit- 
ness to a deep disagreement about the Truth.’ 
“Charity should never be set against the truth.’ 
Some are conscientiously compelled to disagree fron: 
others with whom they have an earnest and brother- 
ly affection. 


Bishop Anders Nygren of Sweden showed tha: 
‘when we speak of the Church, we speak of Christ 
and His Spirit. We cannot speak correctly of the 
Church at all if we do not at the same time mean 
Christ.”” “Christ and His Church belong insepar- 
ably together.” . ‘This means that we must 
move from the periphery to the center . . . At the 
center, in Christ, who indeed must be the center 
of all, the Lord and Head of the Church, as the 
Church is also the Body of Christ, ‘the Churches’ 


could meet together in a new way.” 


Commenting on John 17, the Bishop said that the 
prayer of Jesus for the unity of the Church has al- 
ready been heard. Jesus’ other prayer, ‘Father | 
thank Thee that Thou hast heard me; and I know 
that Thou hearest me always,” is here too in point. 
‘“‘We must learn to speak of the unity of the Church 
in the Indicative, and not only in the Imperative. 
The Church of Christ is already a unity, and only 
because that is true does ecumenical work have 
promise.” 


The World Council has just voted to change its 
Presidents at every Assembly permitting no presi- 
dent to succeed himself immediately. This will 
make the office more representative of the several 
churches. 


Daniel T. Niles Of Ceylon 


Calls For Evangelism 


Dr. Niles, of the Methodist Church of Ceylon 
and part time secretary of the World Council made 
a stirring appeal for evangelism at the evening 
meeting of the Second World Council Assembly on 
Monday evening, August 46th. The distinguished 
speaker declared: “Evangelism needs theological re- 
definition in terms of a true appreciation of the 
nature of our world as a saved world. Evangelism 
which necessarily deals with an objective not yet 
attained must take seriously its foundation in the 
already accomplished work of Jesus Christ.” 


‘““There are many causes for the lack of results 
in evangelistic work, but the primary cause always 
is failure in expectant love. Often, we do not care 
sufficiently about people as people. We are con- 
cerned about evangelism, but this concern is largely 
the consequence of a desire to fulfill our evangel- 
istic duty as Christians. But evangelism, in order to 
be true evangelism, must cease to be a duty. It must 
become an inevitability. The shepherd looking for 
his sheep is not fulfilling a duty. A mother praying 
for her erring child is not meeting an obligation. A 
Church declaring God’s judgments to the people 
is not just obeying a call. A friend sharing his 
friendship with Jesus is not simply discharging a 
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esponsibility. ‘The love of Christ controls us,’ 
-ays St. Paul, and if I do not preach the Gospel I 
-hall burst. Jeremiah’s eyes were full of tears as he 
Jeclared God’s judgments to his people. He loved 
‘hem. 

“Listen to the cry of HIM who is the EVANGELIST, 
as it comes to us echoing down the pages of the 


Bible: 
‘Adam, where art thou ? 
‘How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
‘How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? 


‘Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how I would and ye 
would not!’ 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 72 
“I Have Sinned Away My Chance” 


This is one of the serious “snags” that a fisher- 
man encounters, and it is often under the surface, 
though sometimes exposed by a frank confession, It 
is hard to describe a more hopeless attitude of mind 
than that of a poor sinner who thinks he has gone 
past the pale of God’s forgiving love in his besetting 
sin. He has given up. He needs to be shown that 
word “uttermost” in Hebrews 7:25. Show him 
Mark 2:17, for he is a sick man, and it was the 
“sick” whom Jesus came to heal. Also show him 
John 6:37 which plainly states that “the Father” 
will “‘in no wise cast out” any one that cometh unto 
Him. When you give him “the Word” remember 
Hebrews 4:12 and Isaiah 55:10-13. This cannot 


fail. 


Of all the “‘fiery darts” hurled by Apollyon upon 
poor fainting Christian in “Pilgrim’s Progress,” the 
one that faced him with his sins came nearest to 
crushing him. Listen to this “Prince of the power 
of the air” as he contended with a faltering sin- 
ner: ““Thou didst faint at first when thou didst set 
out, when thou didst all but drown in the Slough of 
Despond; thou didst try wrong ways to get rid of 
thy load, when thou wast under obligation to thy 
Prince to take it off; thou didst sin by sleep and 
lose thy choice roll; thou wast ready to go back, 
too, at the sight of the wild beasts; and when thou 
dost talk of the way thou hast to go, and of what 
thou hast heard and seen, thou in tay heart dost 
crave vain praise from those who hear and see 


thee.”’ 


“Yes,” answered Christian, as he hung his face 
in shame, “all this is true, and much more which 
you have failed to say; but’—and Christian lifted 
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his head defiantly—‘“the Prince whom [ serve and 
love is sure to show mercy. Besides, these faults 
you name got hold of me while in your realm and 
I did suck them in; but | have groaned and grieved 
because of them—therefore [ have received the grace 
of my Prince!” It was a fierce battle, but Christian 
won it and went on his way rejoicing to the Celes- 
tial City. 


There is also this encouraging factor in the case 
of the sinner who “has sinned away his chance” and 
is willing to confess his “‘plight.’’ His guilty con- 
science and his distress can be your ally. It would 
be far worse if he were indifferent and unrepentant. 
The very fact that he is distressed indicates that the 
Holy Spirit is working with him—and He is the 
power that can crack the most stubborn will. Take 
any opportunity to pray with this prospect, and you 
will find yourself uttering truth while praying, 
which you never could in conversation. 


— — | 


August 21, 1954. 


Dr. H. B. Dendy, Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 

In the Plan of Union being distributed by the 
Stated Clerk of our Church (Southern) I notice 
that provision has been made that any Church may, 
if the merger becomes effective, by a vote of its 
Congregation within one year after the next meet- 
ing of the General Assembly remain outside of the 
Union and retain its property and thus become an 
independent church. 


It is obvious that the Commissioners we elected 
to represent our churches knew full well that there 
would be some churches that would prefer being 
Independent. According to the “Interpretation” 
pamphlet our Stated Clerk is offering us for study, 
this provision is designed to avoid “bitterness” that 
may develop within some churches. 


To this writer, no better reason can be offered 
for our Southern denomination voting ‘No’ on this 
Plan. It is hard to believe that the pro-Unionists 
realizing that there would be a degree of bitterness 
among our people, and that doubtless there would 
be a loss of churches in our Assembly by some of 
them becoming Independent, they were willing to 
pay such a price for affecting the merger. That is 
the conclusion I have arrived at. What do you 


think ? 


With all good wishes in the work you are carry- 
ing along in the interest of preserving our Southern 


Church, I am 
Cordially yours, 
G. P. Cannon. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 12 


REV. J. KENTON PARKEF: 


Christian Citizenship And Co-operation 


Background Scripture: Acts 6:1-6; Ro- 


mans 12:9-16; 13:1-10; I Corinthians 3:4-9; 


Galatians 5:13-15. Devotional Reading: 


41:6-10. 


Our Devotional Reading has two beautiful pictures of ideal co-operation and good Citizenship:*(1) every 
one helping and encouraging the other, and (2) God upholding and helping His people. ‘They helped 
every one his neighbor; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage.” This sort of thing is seldom 
seen in our day. Instead of helping and encouraging one another, there is criticism, bickering, and hindering. 
This is true in our own nation, and in the nations of the world. In our own country two political parties 


are contending for supremacy, and take advantage 
of every opportunity to discredit each other in the 
eyes of the voters. In the United Nations there is 
constant friction. he nations of the world are 
jealous and suspicious of each other. One day we 
will hear a tirade of abuse of the United States, 
and on the next day our representatives will defend 
themselves and make counter-charges. Russia has 
exercised her power of the ‘veto’ to block any 
move she does not like, and we are suspicious of 
everything that the “Reds” propose. Suppose this 
verse of Scripture were the motto of the United 
Nations; what a marvellous work could be done. 
Suppose this verse guided our own political parties, 
and the various groups and “blocs” we have in 
America? It would be a delightful job to be presi- 
dent of our country. If we had this verse as a guide 
in our Church Courts, our meetings of Presbytery 
would be a wonderful experience and blessing. 


When this spirit prevails, God is ready to under- 
gird us with His strength: Fear thou not; for I 
am with thee; be not dismayed; for I am thy God; 
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness.” Where people are willing to co-operate 
with, and help each other in a spirit of love, God 
will bless them in their labors. 


In our lesson we will study several phases of co- 
operation. 


I. Co-operation in the Church: 
Acts 6:1-6. 

We have in these verses the selection of the first 
seven deacons. There arose a need for a special kind 
of service in the church; the distribution of goods 
in caring for the poor. The apostles were busy with 
their work of ministering to the spiritual needs of 
the Christians, and did not have time for this other 
important part of the work. The first seven deacons 
were chosen and this matter was turned over to 
them. Two of these deacons, however, became noted 
as preachers; Stephen and Philip, the Evangelist. 


There are very many different fields of service 
in the church, and there should be the closest sort of 
co-operation between these groups, so that the unity 
of the church may be clearly seen and preserved. 
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In our own church—which some of us think is over 
organized—we have our Session and Diaconate, the 
Women of the Church, the Men of the Church, the 
Youth Fellowship with its various groups, and our 
Sabbath School with its many departments. There 
should be the finest sort of co-operation between all 


of these groups. They should never be critical of 


each other, but should help and encourage one an- 
other. 


Let us apply this in a broader sense. There ought 
to be the best of co-operation between the different 
branches of the Church. We should always remem- 
ber that we are parts of a great army whose Com- 
mander is the Lord Jesus Christ; that there is one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of all. We are not rivals trying to hurt and tear 
down, but allies who love and help each other. Any- 
thing that hurts one part of the Church, hurts the 
entire Church, for we are members of His Body, 
and members one of another. I do not believe that 
we should try to make all denominations unite in 
one Church as far as outward organization is con- 
cerned. We are already ONE, if we are true Chris- 
tians. For instance, the United States is One Na- 
tion, but we have our different States with their 
own governments. It would, I believe, be most 
unfortunate to try to do away with our States, or 
with “States Rights.”” When the Church was One 
Big Organization it became so corrupt that the 
Protestants had to withdraw. Let the different de- 
nominations help and encourage each other; let us 
have the co-operation which comes from LOVE. 


II. Co-operation as Citizens: 


Romans 12:9-16; 13:1-10. 


The basis for such co-operation is found in the 
first of these selections. To be a good citizen you 
must first be a good person; genuine Christians 
make the best of citizens. In these verses in chapter 
12 Paul is listing some of those traits of character 
which fit us to be good citizens. There must be love 
and humility, diligence and zeal, joy and hopeful- 
ness, patience and persistence in prayer, generosity 
and unity, a fellow-feeling for those with whom we 
come in contact so that we can weep with those that 
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,-eep and rejoice with those that rejoice. If we are 
-.turated with these graces there will be no diffi- 
ilty about our being good citizens, but if these 
aits of character are absent, there will be no real 
isis for co-operation. You cannot make _ people 
-ork together just by commanding them to do so; 
jey need the impelling power of goodness within. 


- 


Chapter 13 deals with some of our duties as citi- 
zens. Paul is anxious for the Christians to prove 
that they are good citizens, for some of the heathen 
accused the Christians of rebellion against Caesar, 
tor they taught that the Lord Jesus Christ was a 
King. We are first of all, then, to be subject to the 
higher powers, for all earthly governments are or- 
dained of God; He allows these men to rule, and 
while we wonder why He puts up with wicked rul- 
ers, we must subject ourselves to their authority. 
Our duty is to obey these ‘“‘powers.” As a rule even 
wicked men respect people of good character; they 
are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Notable 
examples of such recognition and reward are to be 
found in the lives of Daniel and of Nehemiah. We 
are to obey the laws of our land, pay our taxes, 
and give all due respect and honor to those in places 


of authority, praying for them continually. We are 


to follow the law of love: love works no ill to our 
neighbors; love is the fulfilling of the law. 


III. Co-operation with God: 
| Corinthians 3:4-9: 
We are God's fellow-workers, (R.V.) 


In our last lesson we saw that God was at work 
in the world. He has honored us by making us His 
partners. It is a great honor and privilege to help 
a great man do a big piece of work; to help a doctor 
save a life; to help an architect build a beautiful 
palace; to help a general win a battle. How much 
greater the honor and privilege to be of service to 
God in the glorious work He is doing in the world! 
We can be a Paul, to plant, or an Apollos to water, 
always remembering that it is God Who gives the 
increase. We are His “fellow-workers,” but He 
furnishes the power and gives the increase. 


God is busy in a battle with evil. He is a “Man 
of War,” as the Israelites found out at the Red 
Sea. Jesus came to “destroy the works of the devil.” 
This battle rages today with undiminished fury. 
We are to be good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are not “On-lookers,” but must take our place 
in the battle line. We are to ‘“‘come to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.” 


God is at work saving men and women who are 
perishing in sin. He is using all His persuasive 
powers to get men to turn from’sin, and not die. 
He is seeking rebellious men and trying to get 
them to be reconciled to God. We are His ambas- 
sadors; we are His messengers. He has given us 
the work of spreading the Good News of Salvation 
into all the world; we are here “on business for our 
King.” This is work which angels might well covet, 
but He has made us His partners, His witnesses. 
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God is at work building—or rather re-building— 
character, for men have been ruined by sin. There 
are two classes of materials which we can build 
into our characters and into the lives of others. 
There is “gold, silver, precious stones,” and there 
is ‘“‘wood, hay, stubble.”’ Are we helping Him in 
this work? Are we just dillydallying, giving no 
heed as to whether we grow in grace, or live stunt- 
ed, dwarfed lives? 

Il’. Co-operating in Love: 
Galatians 5:13-15. 

We have liberty in Christ, not the liberty to 
do as we please, but the liberty guided and con- 
trolled by LOVE, which shows itself in service. 


The spirit of the world is to “bite and devour” 
one another, like a lot of hungry dogs fighting over 
some bones. This is what I am reminded of when 
I read of some of the socalled Peace Conferences, 
or some meeting of the United Nations Assembly. 
One day there will be a fiery speech by the Russian 
or Chinese delegate in which he calls the United 
States all sorts of names. Then, on the following 
day there will be an angry retort by our representa- 
tive. Neither side is willing to concede that there 
can be anything good in the other side, and the 
spirit of love is unknown. Such an attitude means, 
as Paul says, that we will be consumed one of the 
other. It is a sad, sad, and tragic picture. 


‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’’ Here 
we have the only solid basis for co-operation, either 
in the nation, or in the Church. Until this law of 
love is a reality there can be no working together 
which will amount to much. This command ought 
to be written in fire over the United Nations; it 
would be well to write it on the walls of Congress 
at Washington, and on the walls of our churches 
and homes. 

Let us apply this “law of love’ to our own 
hearts and lives. There is no other law which will 
enable us to really work with God or with our 
fellow men. 


GOWN S 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 12 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What Do You Work For 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 


Prayer 

Scripture: Colossians 3:16-24 
Hymn: “I Gave My Life For Thee’’ 
Offering 

Hymn: “Rise Up, O Men Of God” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(We are suggesting that for this program you 
ask one person to lead the thought of your group 
on the subject of the Christian attitude toward 
work. It might be very profitable to ask some adult 
who is engaged in business or a profession and who 
is a devout Christian to speak on this idea. If it 
is not convenient to secure an adult, choose one of 
the young persons who will be sure to make thor- 
ough preparation. ) 


As you introduce the speaker remind your hear- 
ers that this is a most pertinent subject for all peo- 
ple to think about, since we nearly all spend the 
greater part of our lives working. It is one of the 
most practical subjects that people can consider. 


Speaker: 


(We shall offer some suggestions for the topic 
you are to present, but we strongly urge you to pre- 
pare your own speech. You will undoubtedly be 
most effective if vou can tell your ideas very in- 
formally with as little reference to notes or written 
paper as possible. If you find it hard to free your- 
self from notes, then the next best way is to write 
out your speech, study it fully, keep it before you as 
vou speak, but refrain from burying your face in 
the manuscript. It will take some hard work to 
prepare this subject properly, but you are speaking 
about the value of work, and this speech affords you 
a fine opportunity to show that “you practice what 
vou preach.”’) 


You could begin by giving some answers to the 
topic, “What do you work for?” Mention some of 
the aims people have in working, such as: making 
a living, making money, learning some particular 
skill, winning the approval of the boss or of people 
in general, doing the job as near perfectly as possible, 
helping people, and serving God. Give specific ex- 
amples of these whenever possible. 


Point out that the dividing line between ordinary 
work and “Christian work” is not as sharp as we 
sometimes think. God is concerned with all the 
work that we do. There is a sense in which it is 
all Christian work, if it is done by Christians. See 
Colossians 3:17 and 23, also Ephesians 6:5-9. In 
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these passages the Lord reveals that we are respon- 
sible to Him for doing a good job of whatever em- 
ployment we may have. What change should this 
make in the lives of people who cheat on the job 
and those who look on all work as drudgery and a 
necessary evil? 


When God gave the laws through Moses for the 
government of Israel, there were detailed instruc- 
tions and directions to guide them in their labor. 
These are still interesting to read, and many of 
them are profitable to follow, but we have an even 
more perfect guide for our work. We have Christ 
in us. We can have the right attitude toward work, 
if we remember that Christ is in us and if we en- 
deavor to work in a way that is pleasing to Him. 
One way to practice the presence of Christ with 
respect to work is to pray about your employment. 
Ask the Lord to guide you in your choice and per- 


formance of work, and ask Him to show you how 


to do it more acceptably. 


How does the way a person does his job affect 
his Christian witness? Is not honesty and industry 
in your everyday employment a good recommenda- 
tion for the religion you profess? Cheerfulness and 
faithfulness are both winsome traits which can be 
shown very effectively in the way a person does his 
work. Show how the opposites of these might in- 
fluence people away from Christ. 


(This is a good subject to discuss in the group. 
It ought to be very helpful and interesting to the 
young people to have an exchange of ideas on the 
Christian attitude toward work. It will probably 
help to get the discussion started if you can be pre- 
pared with a few thoughtsprovoking questions to 
ask the group as you conclude your formal re- 
marks. ) 


Women’s Work 


A Home Missionary’s Wife 
In Guerrant Presbytery 


(This Is Rich! Ed.) 


Dear 


You are thinking about coming to Guerrant Pres- 
bytery as a pastor’s wife, and what that might in- 


volve. What can I tell you? 


You will live in the mountains. For us that 
means living on the side of a hill (“mountain” to 
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vou)—26 steps to the road above or 51 steps to the 
‘oad below. It meant being cut off last week by a 
-,ow storm from all communication with the out- 
- de world, telephone, telegraph. We are on the 
cirect route to—nowhere! Friends who come to see 
us come for that reason and not because they are on 
tle way somewhere else. But living in the mountains 
a'so meant looking out this morning and seeing the 
first robin, and three cardinals, a woodpecker, and 
a wren in our yard. It means finding columbine, 
and jack-in-the-pulpit and wild iris almost at your 
door. Compensations! 


A look around this room reveals boxes of clothing 
sent to us, in one corner, Bible School material stack- 
ed on a shelf, Primary material on another, a box 
of costumes in the closet. Our churches are small 
and have no storage space; so there are boxes of 
something in every corner, behind every chair, and 
under every bed! You will learn to be thankful for 
those boxes of clothing, however. Some of your 
clothes will come from them, and your children’s 
probably. You will do your own work, learn to cut 
hair—and “corners.” For you will never get rich as 
a home missionary. In money, that is. 


You will be wealthy in other ways, however! 
What a “wealth” of interesting experiences you may 
accumulate: the house catching on fire, a drunk 
man coming in the door in the middle of the night, 
sitting by the bed of a young girl who tried to kill 
herself, persuading a woman to forego beating up a 
boy who had “knocked out”’ her son, visiting in jail 

. and many others about which you cannot write 
or tell. 


You will have a “wealth” of wonderful experi- 
ences: watching the expressions change on the faces 
of people as they let Jesus come into their hearts for 
the first time, seeing a young person with “three 
strikes” against her develop into a wonderful Chris- 
tian with a desire to go into full-time service, being 
humbled by the perfect truth and faithfulness of 
Christians who grew up without a Christian home 
or background. You will be “rich” in the love of 
little children for you will probably teach many. 
(A woman asked me the other day, “Are you a 
preacher’s wife or a home missionary yourself?” 
“BOTH, I replied; and. there wil] be many places 
where you need to help.) The other night I called 
out “Howdy!” to some of my Primary children 
playing in a yard. ‘“‘Who’s that?” they called. “Mrs. 
Brown,” I answered. Not for one thousand dollars 
would I take their delighted response—‘‘Ohhh, it’s 
Mrs. Brown!” ... “‘Let’s ask her to come play with 
us!” — “Qh, please come play with us, Mrs. 
Brown!” We are FRIENDS! 


You will have a “wealth” of fun making friends 
also with women all over the south who want to 
help in any way they can with the work in Guer- 
rant. We will be having the Birthday Offering soon. 
Someone asked me what I hoped it would do for 
Gurrant. One thing I am praying it will do, , 
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is to help bring you and other young couples up 
here to find out for yourself how rich and full is 
the life of a home missionary’s wife in Guerrant 
Presbytery! 

Sincerely, 


Isabel Brown 


(Mrs. Wm. C. Brown) 


A Seaman's Version Of The 
Twenty-Third Psalm 


“The Lord is my pilot; I shall not drift. He 
lighteth me across the dark waters; he steereth me 
in the deep channels; he keepeth my log. He guideth 
me by the star of holiness for his name’s sake. Yea 
though I sail ’mid the thunders and tempests of 
life, I shall dread no danger; for thou art with me. 
Thy love and thy care they shelter me. Thou pre- 
parest a harbor before me in the homeland of eter- 
nity; thou annointest the waves with oil; my ship 
rideth calmly. Surely sunlight and starlight shall 
favor me on the voyage I[ take, and I will rest in 
the port of my God forever.” 


—From Missions Church Calendar. 


Developing A World-Wide Outlook 


There are millions of people in the world whom 
God loves but who do not know that He loves 
them. More than that, multitudes of these will 
never know unless someone who may today be a 
child or young person in your home tells them. God 
has something that He wants your child to do for 
Him and the greatest thing that you as a parent 
can do is to help that child find and follow God’s 
purpose for him wherever it may lead. Have you 
thought about the possibility that God may want 
vour child to go to some other part of the world to 
tell people who might not otherwise hear that God 
loves them? 


When we read that “God so loved the world” 
it really means the world — our real world that 
spreads out around us. We get so busy in our own 
little private worlds that we forget that there is a 
great wide world full of people who need to know 
what we know about God. Every Christian needs 
to broaden her horizons and know about that world 
and its need. When you become world minded your 
child will become world minded. Only when a 
young person can think in terms of the whole world 
can he hope to find the place where God would 
have him serve. 


Let your mind reach out to the world through 
the printed page. Read books that will tell you 
about the rest of the world and when you do, talk 
about what you have read with your family. Put 
into the hands of your children books that will 
acquaint them with other peoples and with what 
Christians are doing around the world. Let them 
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have the thrill of knowing that they belong to a 
world-wide fellowship. Let them know too that 
there are multitudes of people outside that fellow- 
ship. 


Why not put a map of the world up on your 
breakfast room wall or on the wall of your child’s 
room. When you read about other countries in the 
paper or in books or when you talk about the peo- 
ple of those countries, finding the location on the 
map is helpful. If you live with the world spread 
out before you on your wall it is not so easy to for- 
get that there is something more in the world than 
your own home town. 


Have you given your children the privilege of 
praying for the needs of the world? Let them know 
that there are Christians in China whose faith is 
being put to the test who can be strengthened by 
their prayers. Pray with them for particular mis- 
sionaries whose names you will find listed in pay 
BY DAY. By prayer we can reach out to the far cor- 
ners of the earth and bring God’s power to bear on 
the lives of people wherever they are. 


Are you helping your child to become a world 
minded Christian? If you are, perhaps that child 
will become concerned enough to go tell someone 
in another part of the world about the good news 
of God’s love. If he does you can be glad for you 
will have helped your child to find God’s place for 
him or her wherever it may be. 


—Claire Randall. 


Church News 


Find Life With God 
Presbyterians - Forward With Christ 


This slogan has been approved for the most far- 
reaching evangelistic endeavor ever undertaken in 
the history of the Presbyterian Church. During the 
period, March 7-April 10, 1955, simultaneously in 
every Synod and Presbytery of the Church, and in 
every mission area supported by the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. across the world, the intensive 
program has been planned. 


In announcing the slogan, Dr. William H. Mc- 
Corkle, Secretary of Evangelism of the Church, 
pointed out that this theme presents both an invita- 
tion that those who have not yet committed their 
lives to God in Christ may find in Him life eternal, 
and a challenge that already professing Christians 
may grow spiritually and find real abundant life 
with God. The second part of the theme indicates 
that the effort is part of the larger three-year ‘‘For- 
ward With Christ” program adopted by the recent 
General Assembly. 


Of special interest to the entire Church in the 
promotion of this campaign is an announcement 
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made this week in Montreat by Dr. John M. Alex- 
ander, Secretary of Radio and Television of the 
Church, that this topic will be the basis of a special 
Assembly-wide radio series during the first three 
months of 1955. In a move made possible through 
the recent Birthday Offering of the Women of the 
Church, the Division of Radio and Television is 
offering free. of charge the series of fifteen-minute 
programs with messages by outstanding ministers of 
the Church on subjects such as, “FIND LIFE WITH 
GOD THROUGH CONFESSION OF CHRIST,” “FIND LIFE 
WITH GOD THROUGH OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST” and 
“FIND LIFE WITH GOD THROUGH SERVICE FOR 
CHRIST.” It is hoped that every radio station within 
the bounds of our Church will carry these outstand- 
ing programs. 


In all Synods and Presbyteries, Councils of 
Evangelism are being formed in preparation for the 
forthcoming evangelism campaign. The entire 
Church is urged to pray for the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit upon this important venture. The Division 
of Evangelism is calling upon every member to plan 
great things for God, and to expect great things 
from God. | 


The Passing Of A Full Life 


Rev. Adolph Makovsky, 85, died at his home in 
Prince George, Virginia, July, 1954. Czechoslovak- 
ian by birth and training, he served his church 
faithfully as a layman, and in 1922, was ordained 
by East Hanover Presbytery. He served for twenty- 
one years as pastor of the First Czechoslovakian 
Presbyterian Church of Prince George. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, one son, five daughters, fifteen 
grandchildren, and one brother. He was greatly 
beloved by a large host of friends. 


Central Texas Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Texas will meet in 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Waco, 
Texas, Sept. 28, 1954, at 2:30 p.m. 


Three Hundred And Seventy Seven 
People Are Reached By D.V.B.S. 
In The Phelps Area 


The Daily Vacation Bible School season has just 
closed for the Peter Creek Presbyterian Church of 
Phelps and the Sheppard Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Stopover, Kentucky in Guerrant Presbytery. 
Three hundred and seventy seven people were en- 
rolled in the Bible schools sponsored by the two 
churches and their outpost Sunday Schools. The mis- 
sion workers for the two churches are the Reverend 
Mr. and Mrs. Burriss Bender and Betty Lou Cham- 
berlin. 


The total enrollment of the Peter Creek Presby- 
terian D.V.B.S. was 172 with an average attendance 
of 117. Eighty four boys and girls received certifi- 
cates for perfect and regular attendance. Those who 
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were workers in the departments of the Bible school 
are as follows: Beginners department—Mrs. Nellie 
Bender, Mrs. Ruby Charles, Gracie Fields, Janice Dot- 
son, and Lucille Dotson; Primary department—Mrs. 
Mae Maynard, Carol Hatfield, Mrs. Phoebe Compton, 
Josephine Wolford, Jean Sturgeon, Mrs. Frances 


| Pharis, and Mrs. Edna Alley; Junior department— 


Mrs. Rita Wolford, Myrtle Wolford, Freddie 
Compton, Mrs. Juanita Charles and Jacquelin Sar- 


) gent; Pioneer department—Mrs. Kate Dotson, Mrs. 


Kelsie Cline Grell and Miss Frances McGibboney ; 
director, Betty Lou Chamberlin. 


The outpost Sunday School of the Peter Creek 
Church is located in Lynn, West Virginia. The Lynn 
D.V.BS. had a total enrollment of 38 with an average 
attendance of 17.8. The workers in the school were 


) Miss Frances McGibboney, Mrs. Johnnie Charles and 


Mrs. Alpha Fields—director, Miss Frances McGib- 
boney. 


This year the Sheppard Memorial D.V.B.S. broke 
their record with an enrollment of 123. The average 
attendance was 82.1. Sixty certificates for perfect and 
regular attendance were given to boys and girls on the 
commencement day. Those who worked in the school 
are as follows: Beginner department—Mrs. Nellie 
Bender, Mrs. Gracie Hurley, Lucille Dotson, and 
Gracie Fields; Junior department—Mrs. Amy Hamp- 
ton, Mrs. Phoebe Compton, Phyllis Charles, Betty 
Lell and Rev. Burriss Bender; Pioneer department— 
Mrs. Kelsid Cline Grell, Josephine Wolford, Mrs. Sa- 
die Morrison and Miss Frances McGibboney; director, 
Betty Lou Chamberlin. 


The outpost Sunday School of Sheppard Memorial 
is the Camp Creek Sunday School. The enrollment of 
the Camp Creek D.V.B.S. was 44 with an average at- 
tendance of 24.1. Those who worked in the school 
were Miss Frances McGibboney, director; Mrs. Gracie 
Hurley and Mrs. Frances Pharis. 


Pulpit Exchange Proposal 


In order that the three Presbyterian Churches 
now considering union may understand each other 
better and appreciate each other more, a “Pulpit 
Exchange” has been proposed during the period of 
October through December. 


As an interchurch committee we have been ap- 
pointed to outline procedures to implement such a 
plan. Although specific details are to be worked out 
by the participants, the following suggestions are 


offered. 


1. That any two congregations of different de- 
nominations exchange their ministers on a given 
Sunday. 


2. That overlapping or adjacent presbyteries ar- 
range a group exchange. 


3. That group exchanges from different sections 
of our country be accomplished by the pooling of 
transportation. 
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4. That attention be given to special occasions, 
preaching missions, and fall vacations as further 
opportunities for exchange. 


5. That invitations from presbyteries or sessions 
should be extended at the earliest possible date. 


6. That no honoria should be given, but nor- 
mally the sending church would bear the necessary 
travel expense while the host church would provide 
all entertainment. 


7. That the purpose of these exchanges shall be 
to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to foster 
a richer fellowship among our people. 


This statement is being sent to the various 
church papers for publication, and to the Stated 
Clerk of each Presbytery of the three denomina- 
tions, with the earnest hope that a nation-wide ex- 


‘change of pulpits may take place. While our com- 


mittee cannot undertake to act as a clearing house, 
we do offer our services to help implement this pro- 
ject in any possible manner. 


Signed 


William E. Phifer, Jr., U. S. Church 
C. Ralston Smith, U. S. A. Church 
Samuel C. Weir, U. P. Church. 


Editor's Comment: There are several observa- 
tions which need to be made about the above: 


1. It is obvious why the Committee on Cooper- 
ation and Union is so anxious for the Presbyteries 
to wait until January to vote. 


2. The question of union has nothing whatso- 
ever to do with the fine impression some of our 
Northern brethren might make in the proposed ex- 
change. 


3. Many in our church are rightly indignant 
at the way fraternal delegates, and others from the 
North, have used the courtesies extended to them 
to give impassioned pleas for union at times and 
places where Christian courtesy made it impossible 
to answer them. 


4. Wherever exchange ministers are used, should 
they abuse the courtesy extended them, members of 
the congregation who oppose union, have, by Gen- 
eral Assembly action, the right to equal time and a 
speaker of their own choice, to present the reasons 
against union and they should exercise that right. 


5. One of the most helpful things which could 
happen would be for fraternal delegates to. be sent 
into the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church, particularly 
to their next General Assembly, to, in love and 
with utmost clarity explain why our church does 
not care to enter the proposed union. We believe 
this should be done and we believe it would do 
great good. 
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Kristian Khualzin 


Translated into English the above title is ‘Pil- 
grim’s Progress.” 

Wade Smith’s ‘“Pilgrim’s Progress, Illustrated 
by The Little Jetts’” has been adopted by The 
North East India General Mission and translated 
into Paite (a dialect of the Hindustani) for circu- 
lation throughout their missions in India. ‘The trans- 
lation was done by Mr. Neng Zachin, a cultured 
Christian Hindu, the Little Jetts illustrations be- 
ing clearly reproduced to duplicate the original 
volume. A sentence from the first page reads: “A 
Zi leh taten Kristian Zin lo dingin a kho us.” Of 
course any “grammar school Hindu” would under- 
stand that to mean: “As Christian traveled through 
the hard places of this world he came to a den and 
slept—and dreamed a dream,” but when the author 
received from India a copy of the translation, he 
said he could appreciate how a hen feels when she 
hatches out duck eggs, and cannot follow them 
swimming. 


The Hindu translator wrote as follows: 


“Churachandpur, India, May 2, 1954 
“Dear Mr. Smith: 


“Thank you very much for the permission to 
translate into the Paite dialect your wonderful book 
The Pilgrim’s Progress. This will be the first time 
any one else will read the book, and you can easily 
imagine what commotion it will create. | know it 
will be a great source of much instruction, inspira- 
tion and blessing. 

“By ordinary mail | am sending you two copies 
through our Philadelphia office and | shall hope 
you will receive them in due time from there. 
Again, thank you. 

“Yours sincerely, 
Neng Zachin.” 


Mr. F. C. Benson, General Secretary of the 
N.E.1.G.M. in forwarding the book wrote: “When 
you receive this, I feel certain you will praise the 
Lord, as we have done, for such a fine piece of 
work produced by Indian Christians who have spent 
all their lives in the jungles of Northeast India. 
Frankly, I was amazed myself to see what an ex- 
cellent job they have done. I am still wondering 
how they were able to reproduce your Little Jetts, 
but perhaps they may have traced the figures in 
your book to reproduce the ones in the Paite trans- 
lation. To me this is an outstanding example of 
what happens to the heathen when they have had 
a definite experience with the Lord Jesus Christ 
and have dedicated their talents to His service. 
May I once again express my personal appreciation, 
as well as that of our Mission, for granting us 
permission to translate and print four work into 
the various tribal languages. Surely our Lord and 
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Saviour, Jesus Christ will be glorified as this book 
is distributed to the people of the Paite tribe arid 
other tribes in Northeast India.” 


This is not the only foreign translation made »f 
Smith’s books. His Testament Evangelism-— 
Come and See” has been translated into French 
for circulation among the Waldensians in France, 
Belgium and Switzerland; and recently a Berlin 
firm has asked permission to translate his Pilgrim's 
Progress into German for circulation in Western 
Europe. His Little Jetts Bible has been reproduced 
in Brazil, the Scripture text and titles in Portu- 
guese. ANGLERS column in the Journal is being re- 
produced in Japanese in a Christian Mission month- 
ly publication in Gifu, Japan. 


GETTING TO KNOW Gob. John A. Redhead. 


‘Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


The Bible teaches that while God is unfathomable, 
He is not unknowable. The Scriptures declare em- 
phatically that God can be known. The whole idea 
of revelation is bottomed upon the thesis that God 
has revealed Himself and through this revelation can 
be apprehended. Any theology that omits this fact 
cannot be labeled as Biblical and any preaching that 
overlooks it can not be approved as adequate. The 
motif in this series of sixteen sermons is that we can 
know God and through this knowledge life is trans- 
formed. 


Viewed from the standpoint of craftmanship, this 
volume of sermons constitutes an excellent piece of 
homiletical artistry. Each sermon is attractively pre- 
sented and moves forward with a graceful style. 
Furthermore, Dr. Redhead has succeeded in translat- 
ing the profundities of the Christian faith into the 
language of the average American. 


Although these sermons should receive a high score 
on a homiletical rating they do not warrant as high 
grade from the standpoint of theological expression. 
For example the first sermon called “Getting to Know 
God” fails to bring out the fact that before we can 
know God as our friend, we must first know Him in 
the experience of reconciliation. The second sermon 
carries an unfortunate title. The titled is “A God 
Who Grows”. It is based on the American Standard 
Version of Exodus 3:14 “And God said unto Moses 
and I will be that I will be.” This is an acceptable 
translation and contains a magnificent truth, but the 
preacher has failed to see that the very title itself, is 
dangerously misleading. Although this reviewer is 
sure that Dr. Redhead never intended to imply a 
measure of imperfection in God: yet “a God who 
grows’ is no God at all; surely He is not the God of 
the Bible. Of course what he meant to say is that our 
conception of God grows and this is true. 


In order to be fair to both the author and the read- 
ers, 1 wrote Dr. Redhead about this chapter and his 
reply was: “Of course the title ‘A God Who Grows’ 
might seem to open the way to misunderstanding; 
what I hoped was that my readers would have imag- 
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in <ion enough to get the point. While God does not 
ch nge in Himself, our understanding of Him might 
chinge as it grows, and as we see Him in ‘the ex- 
pi-ss image’ of His Son.” I am in agreement with his 
explanation but for his own sake, I wish he had used 
a more unambiguous title. 


it is also stated in this sermon that each age would 
find out new facts about God. This is an awkward 
starcement. The only facts we find about God from 
age to age are the facts He has revealed to us in the 
Scriptures. 

Although vital elements of Christian truth are 
missing in these messages, it must be said in all fair- 
ness that the author should be commended for deal- 
ing with great themes and presenting them in fasci- 
nating apparel. The sermon on “The Healing God” 
is of genuine value for our dav. On this subiect the 
author remarks “When people begin to get sick thev 
usually begin praying. That is a good sign. But if 
your prayer is to help you get well it must lead to 
obedience to the laws of health. That means some- 
times it would send you to a-doctor. Sometimes it 
will lead to faith which conquers fear. Sometimes it 
will mak@ you sav, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner’. 


| Thus you will find heath at the hands of a healing 


God.” Since there is so much confusion on the sub- 
ject of healing and so many «xtreme statements mde 
we are grateful for this penetrating message on the 
help that God gives us in the healing of the hurts 
of life. 

“Getting To Know God” should he life’s maior 
pursuit. May God use this book to achieve this end. 

John R. Richardson 


Charles Haddon 


JoHN PLOUGHMAN’'S TALK 
Grand 


Spurgeon. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Ranids, Michigan. Price $1.95. 

Spurgeon’s God-given eloquence was never more 
in evidence than in these humorous and challenging 
messages in the vernacular of the common man. 
Over one-half million copies of this work have been 
printed in the past. This reprint edition will be 
welcomed by many. 


Unto THe Urrermost. Sallie Lee Bell. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Price $2.50. 

This volume represents Christian fiction at its 
best. It shows the faithfulness of the Lord in the 
midst of tragedy and heartbreak. Here is a story 
unforgettable in its poignancy and completely realis- 
tic in its portrayal of life. 


COMMENTARY ON THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 
Alexander Whyte. Zondervan Publishing House, 
(;rand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.50. 

Here is one of the greatest commentaries on the 
Shorter Catechism in existence. It provides practical 
help for preachers, Bible students, Sunday School 
teachers and especially all who are charged with the 
responsibility of teaching the Shorter Catechism. 
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@ INTERMEDIATE 


@ TEEN-AGE 
CLASSES 


SPECIAL FEATURES 


1. Full-color Lesson Manuals 


2. Weekly Papers in colorful 
picture-strip form 


3. A much-needed brand-new 
Youth Course 


Sent upon request—presentation packets 
containing a ‘“previcw’ of Standard’s new, 
revised, and superior Sunday-school litera- 
ture: concise and thorough teacher's man- 
uals offering unlimited suggestions for im- 
proved teaching; fascinating pupil's books 
filled with illustrations, puzzles, challeng- 
ing ‘find it yourself’ Bible study, etc.; 
weekly papers providing educational facts 
and fiction, interesting program helps and 
picture-strip stories in full color. Extraor- 
dinary' Eye-catching! Effective! 

Be good to yourself—and treat your boys 
and girls to the best—by sending for the 
HAPPY STORY packet today. 


Please send me FREE HAPPY STORY packet! 


Name 
Address 
Church 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
20 East Central Parkway — Cincinnati 10, Ohio. 
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